
 

 

Former Officers Mess, Inholmes road, 

Flintham – Briefing Note, March 2020.  
 

This briefing note is intended to set out the current situation in relation to the enforcement action 

which has taken place and which is being considered further at the Former Flintham Officers Mess, 

Inholms Road, Flintham as well as setting out a course of future actions.  

Background 

The Borough Council has a long standing investigation into the condition of the buildings and land at 

the property known as the Former Officers Mess in Flintham. The current enforcement investigation 

reference number is 11/00288/UNTIDY and relates to the dilapidated condition of the buildings and 

land which have been in a state of disrepair for a number of years.  

The site relates to the former Islamic Institute (originally the Officers' Mess attached to RAF 

Syerston) and extends to approximately 3.5ha. The site can be separated into four elements, namely 

the building itself, which is derelict, the car park to the front of the building, a garage block to the 

rear and an overgrown area to the south-east, separated from the main site by the access road from 

the A46 (T). The site is adjoined on its south-west side by the Flintham village cricket pitch, to the 

north-west by the A46(T) and to the south-east by Inholms Gardens, a group of former RAF 

dwellings. 

Outline planning permission was granted in September 2016 for the “redevelopment of the Former 

Islamic Institute for up to 95 dwellings” subject to conditions and a Section 106 agreement. The 

permission was not implemented and this expired in September 2019.  

The previous briefing note of May 2019 sets out the Council’s action so far and laid down a table of 

actions which formed the next steps at that time. The purpose of this note is to provide an update 

on those steps and revise the timeframes to completion, if necessary.  

Council’s Action Post May 2019 

 

 



Ecology matters  

As per the previous briefing note of May 2019, the Council procured Ecologist to conduct the 

relevant surveys in respect of protected species. These commenced in August and continued into 

September  with the final report being provided to the Council for evaluation in Mid October 2019. 

The report found the presence of bats in a number of locations.  

Due to the unique nature of the case, with the Council carrying out works in default but not being 

the land owner, the subsequent Natural England Licence required to carryout the works would have 

proved difficult to obtain upon first application. Advice from the Council’s Ecological consultants was 

to engage in pre-application discussions. This submission was made in November 2019 with a view 

to accelerating the full Licence Application.  

A site meeting took place with Ecologist and Natural England in February 2020 and meetings are 

now arranged to discus the best form of mitigation for both Natural England and the land owners.  

Demolition Matters  

The Council procured the services of a structural engineer and an asbestos contractor to survey the 

site to discover whether the building contained asbestos and to understand its structural integrity. 

The initial survey work commenced in January. The structural report was provided immediately after 

the survey. The Asbestos survey was commissioned but then cancelled as the land owner 

unexpectedly came forward with their own version of the document. The Council are currently 

establishing whether the document is still suitable and can adequately inform the demolition 

process. The extraction of the hazardous material is largely dependent on the advice of Natural 

England so as not to disturb the current species who are under hibernation. Discussions surrounding 

possible licences and dates are on- going.  

Site Security  

The security of the site has been an issue since the previously erected Heras fencing began to 

deteriorate and eventually served little purpose. The Madni Trust engaged with the Council in 

February 2020 for the first time since mid 2019. The Council made explicit reference to the lack of 

security and the known trespassing which has been taking place recently posing significant risks to 

public health. Commitments have been made by the Madni Trust to secure the site to the Councils 

satisfaction. Some works have already progressed but currently fall inadequate. A meeting is being 

arranged this week to secure further works at the site to prevent unauthorised entry to the 

dangerous building.  

Council’s intended action going forward 

The progress in relation to the demolition of the building depends significantly on the progress and 

nature of the licence which is to be issued by Natural England. The mitigation measures (to be 

agreed) will set out how the provision for the protected species will be secured post demolition of 

the building. There are a number of options available, some requiring consent and involvement from 

the land owner and some available to the Council without such consent. Nick Cox, Principal Planning 

Officer will be liaising directly with Natural England representatives’ w/c 9th March to resolve the 

matter of the licences. From there the Council will be in a better position to anticipate the wider 

timeframes of demolition including surveys and site clearance.  

Proposed Timelines of Action 



Below is a summary of the future actions including proposed timeframes and the Council 

Department to manage each specific actions.  

Action  Timeframe Department 

Meeting with Senior Natural 

England Official  

W/C 9th March  Planning/legal/ 

Apply for Asbestos removal 

Licence from Natural England 

Currently unknown Planning 

Formal demolition Licence 

application to Natural England 

Dependant on initial meeting Planning  

Seek building control 

demolition notice  

Currently unknown Housing (JB) 

Seek to disconnect remaining 

mains services  

Currently unknown Housing (JB) 

Appoint Asbestos removal 

services  

Currently unknown Housing (JB) 

Procure Demolition contractor  Currently unknown Housing  

Install habitat mitigation  Currently unknown  Planning 

Commence demolition/site 

clearance  

Currently unknown TBC  

Continue to enforce site 
security  

On-going – regular warden 
visits to check compliance with 
requests  

Gary Pickering (Environmental 
Health)  

 

 

 


